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Next Issue’s Topics: Current World Leaders, 
Ethnic Foods, Shakespeare Plots, 
Architecture, and Canada 
 
Name the decade for each list of events 
given from the 20th Century. 
1.  Gamel Abnel Nasser leads an overthrow 
of the Egyptian monarchy to become Egypt’s 
president.  Fidel Castro overthrows the 
Batista regime to take control of Cuba.  The 
structure of DNA is discovered.  The Korean 
war is fought. 
1950s  
 
2. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand’s 
governments are all officially and completely 
separated from any influence of the United 
Kingdom.  The Lockerbie bombing takes 
place in Scotland.  The space shuttle 
Challenger disintegrates during a launching 
attempt. 
1980s 
 
3. U.S. Presidential candidate Huey Long is 
assassinated.  The Munich Pact is signed 
allowing Germany to take over parts of 
Czecholslavakia.  The Dust Bowl takes part in 
the U.S. and Canada because of droughts 
and poor farming practices.  The film The  
Wizard of Oz is released. 
1930s 
 
4. The Mexican Revolution against the 
dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz begins.  Nicholas 
II of Russia is assassinated.  Einstein 
publishes his theory of general relativity.  The 
Titanic sinks during its maiden voyage. 
1910s 
 
 
 
 

5. The death of Mao Zedong paves the way 
for some changes for China.  Israeli athletes 
are murdered by Palestinian terrorists in 
Munich.  Margaret Thatcher begins her tenure 
as Prime Minister.  The famous Apollo 13 
mission takes place. 
1970s 
 
6.  Mao Zedong proclaims the beginning of 
the People’s Republic of China.  It’s a 
Wonderful Life is released on the silver 
screen.   The Colossus computer is 
constructed to aid the British military in 
deciphering German messages. 
1940s 
 
7. The Second Vatican Council of the 
Catholic Church takes place leading to major 
changes in services. Presidential debates are 
televised for the first time.  The Bay of Pigs 
Invasion takes place in Cuba. 
1960s 
 
Fictional Characters- Give the title of the 
book (and author) for each list of 
characters. 
8. Abel Magwitch, Estella, Miss Havisham, 
Philip Pirrip 
Great Expectations (Charles Dickens) 
 
9. Buck Mulligan, Simon Dedalus, Stephen 
Dedalus, Molly Bloom, Leopold Bloom 
Ulysses (James Joyce) 
 
10. Judge Irwin, Anne Stanton, Jack Burden, 
Willie Stark 
All the King’s Men  (Robert Penn Warren) 
 
11.  Sondra Finchley, Hortense Briggs, 
Roberta Allen, Clyde Griffiths 
An American Tragedy (Theodore Dreiser) 
 

12. Professor Narayan Godbole, Ronny 
Heaslop, Mrs. Moore, Adela Questad, Cyril 
Fielding, Dr. Aziz 
A Passage to India (E.M. Forster) 
 
13. Samson, Peabody, Vernon Tull, Cash 
Bundren, Addie Bundren 
As I Lay Dying (William Faulkner)  
 
14. Karen Holmes, Captain Dana Holmes, 
Sergeant Milt Warden, Private Robert E. Lee 
Prewitt 
From Here to Eternity (James Jones) 

 
World Companies 
15. Wal-Mart recently replaced this energy 
company atop the Forbes’ U.S. Fortune 500 
list.  Headquartered in Irving, Texas.  This 
company is a descendent of J.D. 
Rockefeller’s Standard Oil. 
Exxon Mobil 
 
16. This Seattle based company has more 
employees in its defense, space, and security 
division than it does in its commercial airplane 
division.  Its most recent plane, the 787, has 
over 800 orders that are waiting to be filled. 
Boeing 
 
17. Energy company Sinopec is the largest 
company in this Asian country.  It is also one 
of the few large companies from the country 
without the country’s name in it.   
China 
 
18. This city has more Fortune 5OO 
company’s than any other.  Canon, Nippon 
Steel, and Nissan are three companies 
headquartered in this city. 
Tokyo 
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19. In what country is automaker BMW 
headquartered in?  Its initials stand for 
Bavarian Motor Works. 
Germany 
 
20. The Timberwolves and Twins both play in 
sports arenas named for this retailer.  The 
company’s headquarters are located in 
Minneapolis.  They lease their famous 
bullseye trademark from an Australian 
company. 
Target 
 
European Geography 
21. This mountain range, that goes through 
Russia and Kazakhstan, is usually considered 
the eastern border of Europe.  
Ural Mountains 
 
22.  Legend has it that Joan of Arc’s ashes 
were scattered in this river.  Napoleon’s 
wishes to be buried along its banks were not 
granted.  The major river connects Paris to 
the English Channel. 
The Seine 
 
23. Name two of the four European countries 
that share a name with its capital. 
Luxembourg, Monaco, San Marino, and 
Vatican 
 
24. This island nation is home to the 
Megalithic Temples that archaeologists 
believe are the oldest free-standing structures 
on Earth.  It is located in the Mediterranean 
Sea, just south of Sicily. 
Malta 
 
25. This country is the only German-speaking 
nation that does not share a border with 
Germany.  It is bordered by Switzerland and 
Austria and consists of less than 65 square 
miles.  Its capital city is Vaduz. 
Liechtenstein 
 

26. The Tatras and Beskids are part of this 
mountain range.  The range stretches from 
the Czech Republic to the Iron Gates of the 
Danube River. 
Carpathian Mountains 
 
Geology Terms 
27. Minerals that have a metallic luster are 
usually described as this adjective that 
describes visible wavelengths inability to pass 
through an object. 
Opaque 
 
28. Give this two word term that describes the 
location where the Earth’s magnetic field dips 
vertically into the earth.  It is also the direction 
in which compasses point. 
Magnetic North 
 
29. This non-foliated metamorphic rock is 
produced from the metamorphism of 
limestone.  It is made primarily of calcium 
carbonate and has been used in many 
historic buildings, including the Taj Mahal. 
Marble  
 
30. This term is the study of processes that 
that move and deform the Earth’s crust.  It is 
often used with the word “plate.” 
Tectonics 
 
31. Give the term that is used to describe the 
geographic area that contributes runoff to a 
stream or river.  Its border can be determined 
by finding the highest point of elevation 
between two river valleys. 
Watershed (or drainage basin) 
 
Math Practice 
32.Find the sum of the following expression:  
eln(5) + log2(32) + sin(540˚)  
 (Read: e to the natural log of 5 plus log to the 
base 2 of 32 plus sine of 540 degrees) 
10 
 

33. Give the domain of the function given 
over the real numbers:  f(x) = log3(x  - 4)  
(Read: f of x equals log to the base 3 of the 
quantity x minus 4) 
All real numbers (or x’s ) greater than 4  
 
34. Given that log(x) = 4 and log(y) = 3, find   
log (x2y3) 
(Read: given that lof of x equals 4 and log of y 
equals 3, find log of x squared y cubed) 
17 
 
Current Events 
35. Name the President that went on 
television to deny allegations that he received 
improper campaign donation from Liliane 
Bettencourt.  Bettencourt is the principal 
shareholder in the L’Oreal cosmetic company. 
Nicolas Sarkozy 
 
36. Seven political prisoners from this country 
were released on July 12 to begin freeing 
fifty-two activists that were detained in 2003.  
The Roman Catholic Church in that country 
was largely responsible for the releases.  The 
first seven prisoners were exiled to Spain. 
Cuba 
 
37. Switzerland refused to extradite this man 
to the United States in July.  The celebrity is 
wanted in the U.S. to face charges of having 
sex with a teenager in 1977. 
Roman Polanski 
 
38. This country’s National Assembly voted to 
ban the wearing of the traditional Islamic full 
veil in public.  The ban passed with only 1 
vote in opposition.  The country’s senate must 
pass the bill in September before it can 
become a law. 
France 
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39. The Sunshine Press runs this 
organization and website that has been in the 
news recently.  Bradley Manning was 
arrested for providing it with information on 
U.S. military corruption and thousands of 
documents were recently released giving 
details on the war in Afghanistan. 
Wikileaks 
 
40. The UK did not honor passports from this 
Confederacy that has members that live in the 
U.S. and Canada.  The travelers were set to 
play in a lacrosse tournament when their 
entry to the UK was denied.  The U.S. State 
Department had allowed their travel exiting 
the  U.S. on their own passports. 
Iroquois 
 
41. This company paid a record $550 fine to 
settle civil fraud charges for misleading 
investors.   
Goldman Sachs 
 
42. This country brought up charges against 
Venezuela to The Organization of American 
States claiming that extremist guerillas are 
allowed to train within Venezuela’s borders. 
Colombia 
 
43. This U.S. Department of Agriculture 
employee was forced to resign when an 
internet site posted video that was creatively 
edited to imply racist remarks.  President 
Obama called to offer her job back after the 
video’s true meaning was determined. 
Shirley Sherrod 
 
44. This politician upset many of his own 
country’s war veterans when he called his 
country a “junior partner”  to America during 
World War II.  The prime minister met with 
President Obama in Washington D.C. during 
his July trip to the U.S.  
David Cameron 
 

45. This was banned in Catolinia in late July.  
It was the first region in Spain to ban the 
traditional events. 
Bullfighting 
 
46. This Fugee recently filed to run for 
president of his native Haiti. 
Wyclef Jean 
 
47. This small New York town was put in the 
spotlight as the sight of Chlelsea Clinton’s 
wedding to Mark Mezvinsky. 
Rhinebeck 
 
48. Government officials say that it will take 
months to clean up an oil spill that occurred 
along this state’s Kalamazoo River. 
Michigan 
 
49. This baseball player became the seventh 
person ever to hit 600 home runs in the major 
leagues.  His first home run was hit with the 
Seattle Mariners, but he now plays for the 
New York Yankees. 
Alex Rodriguez 
 
50. This state’s Proposition 8 was recently 
overturned by a federal judge.  The 
proposition had banned same-sex marriages. 
California 
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Name the decade for each list of events 
given from the 20th Century. 
1.  Gamel Abnel Nasser leads an overthrow of 
the Egyptian monarchy to become Egypt’s 
president.  Fidel Castro overthrows the Batista 
regime to take control of Cuba.  The structure of 
DNA is discovered.  The Korean war is fought. 
 
2. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand’s 
governments are all officially and completely 
separated from any influence of the United 
Kingdom.  The Lockerbie bombing takes place 
in Scotland.  The space shuttle Challenger 
disintegrates during a launching attempt. 
 
3. U.S. Presidential candidate Huey Long is 
assassinated.  The Munich Pact is signed 
allowing Germany to take over parts of 
Czecholslavakia.  The Dust Bowl takes part in 
the U.S. and Canada because of droughts and 
poor farming practices.  The film The  Wizard of 
Oz is released. 
 
4. The Mexican Revolution against the 
dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz begins.  Nicholas II 
of Russia is assassinated.  Einstein publishes 
his theory of general relativity.  The Titanic sinks 
during its maiden voyage. 
 
5. The death of Mao Zedong paves the way for 
some changes for China.  Israeli athletes are 
murdered by Palestinian terrorists in Munich.  
Margaret Thatcher begins her tenure as Prime 
Minister.  The famous Apollo 13 mission takes 
place. 
 
6.  Mao Zedong proclaims the beginning of the 
People’s Republic of China.  It’s a Wonderful 
Life is released on the silver screen.   The 
Colossus computer is constructed to aid the 
British military in deciphering German 
messages. 
 
 
 
 

7. The Second Vatican Council of the Catholic 
Church takes place leading to major changes in 
services. Presidential debates are televised for 
the first time.  The Bay of Pigs Invasion takes 
place in Cuba. 
 
Fictional Characters- Give the title of the 
book (and author) for each list of characters. 
8. Abel Magwitch, Estella, Miss Havisham, 
Philip Pirrip 
 
9. Buck Mulligan, Simon Dedalus, Stephen 
Dedalus, Molly Bloom, Leopold Bloom 
 
10. Judge Irwin, Anne Stanton, Jack Burden, 
Willie Stark 
 
11.  Sondra Finchley, Hortense Briggs, Roberta 
Allen, Clyde Griffiths 
 
12. Professor Narayan Godbole, Ronny 
Heaslop, Mrs. Moore, Adela Questad, Cyril 
Fielding, Dr. Aziz 
 
13. Samson, Peabody, Vernon Tull, Cash 
Bundren, Addie Bundren 
 
14. Karen Holmes, Captain Dana Holmes, 
Sergeant Milt Warden, Private Robert E. Lee 
Prewitt 

 
World Companies 
15. Wal-Mart recently replaced this energy 
company atop the Forbes’ U.S. Fortune 500 list.  
Headquartered in Irving, Texas.  This company 
is a descendent of J.D. Rockefeller’s Standard 
Oil. 
 
16. This Seattle based company has more 
employees in its defense, space, and security 
division than it does in its commercial airplane 
division.  Its most recent plane, the 787, has 
over 800 orders that are waiting to be filled. 
 
 
 

17. Energy company Sinopec is the largest 
company in this Asian country.  It is also one of 
the few large companies from the country 
without the country’s name in it.   
 
18. This city has more Fortune 5OO company’s 
than any other.  Canon, Nippon Steel, and 
Nissan are three companies headquartered in 
this city. 
 
19. In what country is automaker BMW 
headquartered in?  Its initials stand for Bavarian 
Motor Works. 
 
20. The Timberwolves and Twins both play in 
sports arenas named for this retailer.  The 
company’s headquarters are located in 
Minneapolis.  They lease their famous bullseye 
trademark from an Australian company. 
 
European Geography 
21. This mountain range, that goes through 
Russia and Kazakhstan, is usually considered 
the eastern border of Europe.  
 
22.  Legend has it that Joan of Arc’s ashes were 
scattered in this river.  Napoleon’s wishes to be 
buried along its banks were not granted.  The 
major river connects Paris to the English 
Channel. 
 
23. Name two of the four European countries 
that share a name with its capital. 
 
24. This island nation is home to the Megalithic 
Temples that archaeologists believe are the 
oldest free-standing structures on Earth.  It is 
located in the Mediterranean Sea, just south of 
Sicily. 
 
25. This country is the only German-speaking 
nation that does not share a border with 
Germany.  It is bordered by Switzerland and 
Austria and consists of less than 65 square 
miles.  Its capital city is Vaduz. 
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26. The Tatras and Beskids are part of this 
mountain range.  The range stretches from the 
Czech Republic to the Iron Gates of the Danube 
River. 
 
Geology Terms 
27. Minerals that have a metallic luster are 
usually described as this adjective that 
describes visible wavelengths inability to pass 
through an object. 
 
28. Give this two word term that describes the 
location where the Earth’s magnetic field dips 
vertically into the earth.  It is also the direction in 
which compasses point. 
 
29. This non-foliated metamorphic rock is 
produced from the metamorphism of limestone.  
It is made primarily of calcium carbonate and 
has been used in many historic buildings, 
including the Taj Mahal. 
 
30. This term is the study of processes that that 
move and deform the Earth’s crust.  It is often 
used with the word “plate.” 
 
31. Give the term that is used to describe the 
geographic area that contributes runoff to a 
stream or river.  Its border can be determined by 
finding the highest point of elevation between 
two river valleys. 
 
Math Practice 
32.Find the sum of the following expression:  
eln(5) + log2(32) + sin(540˚)  
 (Read: e to the natural log of 5 plus log to the 
base 2 of 32 plus sine of 540 degrees) 
 
33. Give the domain of the function given over 
the real numbers:  f(x) = log3(x  - 4)  
(Read: f of x equals log to the base 3 of the 
quantity x minus 4) 
 
34. Given that log(x) = 4 and log(y) = 3, find   log 
(x2y3) 
(Read: given that lof of x equals 4 and log of y 
equals 3, find log of x squared y cubed) 

Current Events 
35. Name the President that went on television 
to deny allegations that he received improper 
campaign donation from Liliane Bettencourt.  
Bettencourt is the principal shareholder in the 
L’Oreal cosmetic company. 
 
36. Seven political prisoners from this country 
were released on July 12 to begin freeing fifty-
two activists that were detained in 2003.  The 
Roman Catholic Church in that country was 
largely responsible for the releases.  The first 
seven prisoners were exiled to Spain. 
 
37. Switzerland refused to extradite this man to 
the United States in July.  The celebrity is 
wanted in the U.S. to face charges of having sex 
with a teenager in 1977. 
 
38. This country’s National Assembly voted to 
ban the wearing of the traditional Islamic full veil 
in public.  The ban passed with only 1 vote in 
opposition.  The country’s senate must pass the 
bill in September before it can become a law. 
 
39. The Sunshine Press runs this organization 
and website that has been in the news recently.  
Bradley Manning was arrested for providing it 
with information on U.S. military corruption and 
thousands of documents were recently released 
giving details on the war in Afghanistan. 
 
40. The UK did not honor passports from this 
Confederacy that has members that live in the 
U.S. and Canada.  The travelers were set to 
play in a lacrosse tournament when their entry 
to the UK was denied.  The U.S. State 
Department had allowed their travel exiting the  
U.S. on their own passports. 
 
41. This company paid a record $550 fine to 
settle civil fraud charges for misleading 
investors.   
 
 
 

42. This country brought up charges against 
Venezuela to The Organization of American 
States claiming that extremist guerillas are 
allowed to train within Venezuela’s borders. 
 
43. This U.S. Department of Agriculture 
employee was forced to resign when an internet 
site posted video that was creatively edited to 
imply racist remarks.  President Obama called 
to offer her job back after the video’s true 
meaning was determined. 
 
44. This politician upset many of his own 
country’s war veterans when he called his 
country a “junior partner”  to America during 
World War II.  The prime minister met with 
President Obama in Washington D.C. during his 
July trip to the U.S.  
 
45. This was banned in Catolinia in late July.  It 
was the first region in Spain to ban the 
traditional events. 
 
46. This Fugee recently filed to run for president 
of his native Haiti. 
 
47. This small New York town was put in the 
spotlight as the sight of Chlelsea Clinton’s 
wedding to Mark Mezvinsky. 
 
48. Government officials say that it will take 
months to clean up an oil spill that occurred 
along this state’s Kalamazoo River. 
 
49. This baseball player became the seventh 
person ever to hit 600 home runs in the major 
leagues.  His first home run was hit with the 
Seattle Mariners, but he now plays for the New 
York Yankees. 
 
50. This state’s Proposition 8 was recently 
overturned by a federal judge.  The proposition 
had banned same-sex marriages. 
 
 
 
 


